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FROM THE SHEPHERD’S  HEART 

 

   Many of you heard me say that I was 

greatly encouraged as I attended the 

inaugural Gathering of The Fellowship of 

Presbyterians in Minneapolis, August 17-

19. I must confess that I embarked upon 

my journey a little less than my normal 

optimistic self. I know I was not alone in 

experiencing what has been called “the 

Summer of Evangelical Discontent” 

following the passing of Amendment 10 

A, opening the door to non-celibate gay 

and lesbian pastors, elders, and deacons 

in the church that I love. For many like 

me, this has produced a “crisis of 

conscience” because of the disregard of 

the clear teaching of Scripture.  

   I love it when I experience the gracious 

work of the Holy Spirit without any 

expectation on my part. As I walked into 

the conference hotel, the first person I 

encountered was my good friend,  

Dave Peterson, pastor of Memorial Drive 

Presbyterian Church in  

Houston. The warmth of our friendship 

always cheers my spirit and this was no 

exception. We stood in the hall and 

enjoyed a thirty minute conversation as 

others joined us. 

   The truth is that I saw the Spirit at 

work everywhere I turned throughout 

the Gathering – in renewing old 

friendships, in thought-provoking 

presentations, in the small group I was 

leading, and in powerful worship that 

engulfed us and almost lifted me off the 

floor. Can you imagine almost 2000 

Presbyterian pastors and lay leaders 

praising God in worship? 

   The consistent message was an honest 

appraisal of the present state of the 

Church and where the Holy Spirit is 

leading us. Thirty years of church politics 

have proven that we cannot fix what is 

broken, so with God moving us, we 

must make a new beginning. Four 

possible alternatives for churches were 

examined: 1) Stay where we are and 

focus on becoming a Missional church 

that is both inwardly strong and 

outwardly focused (many of us have 

been doing this already); 2) create either 

non-geographic presbyteries or new ones 

alongside of the ones in place already 

where like-minded churches can work 

together; 3) create presbyteries with 

theological affinity within presbyteries 

that will govern themselves; and 4) 

constitute a new Reformed Body whose 

circle is both within and beyond the  

PC(USA). 

   Churches deciding to stay within the 

denomination can do so yet become 

affiliated with the new Reformed Body 

with which it has affinity or leave the 

denomination and be received into the 

new Reformed Body, the Fellowship of 
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Presbyterians. The big idea is to provide 

support for those who feel called to stay 

and a place for our churches (who are in 

different places) to go if they feel 

compelled either to do something 

different or to leave the PC(USA). The 

startling thing is how many of our 

churches are ready to leave.  

   So where does this leave WIPC? This is 

what your leadership will be prayerfully 

trying to decide in the months ahead. In 

the meantime, we can all be praying 

right along with the Session. Whatever 

we decide to do, it seems likely that we 

will need to affiliate, in one way or 

another, with the movement of God 

which is called, The Presbyterian 

Fellowship. I am hopeful that an elder or 

two will accompany me to the official 

founding of The Fellowship of 

Presbyterians as a new Reformed Body, 

January 12-14 at the First Presbyterian of 

Orlando. 

For Christ and His Church, 

Dr. Bob 

______________________________ 

MISSIONS 

  We will continue to receive offerings to 

support three mission fields – the Meijer 

family with Wycliffe Bible Translators, 

Manna Mission U.K., and the Jesse Tree 

– through Labor Day (September 4). As 

of Sunday, August 21, we have received 

$5,811, thanks to your gracious 

generosity. 

 

One of the Missions we are supporting is 

Wycliffe Bible Translators. The following is 

Durk Meijer’s latest report. 

 

Dear Prayer Partners, 

   Things that are coming together: 

The day I left the Netherlands I heard 

that the Lord already provided a car for 

us for our return in the Netherlands on 

September 26. Today we heard that the 

Lord provided a house too, through a 

friend. Next, the Lord also blessed us 

with a car for the last month through 

friends from our congregation in 

Charlotte. Some other friends asked us 

about our old van, since they knew 

about a Nepali church start of refugees 

that has 70 people and only one car.  

The needed repair was minimal and now 

we were blessed to be able to give the 

van to them right away. 

   We also have a couple that serves as 

volunteers at Jaars, Wycliffe’s technical 

support arm, that is willing to live in our 

house while we continue to sell it (if it 

doesn’t sell before we leave). Then, 

when we arrive in South Africa, a friend 

is offering his house for our use until we 

find something more permanent or 

when he sells it (whichever comes first). 

The first week and half back in the USA 

were great too. Sandy’s testimony and 

dance were a blessing to the women at 

the retreat of our Georgia home church 

and they in return blessed us with a lot 

of love and encouragement.  After that 

we spent several wonderful days away 

with the three younger children, while 

Gil and Elliot spent a week with a friend 

in Gouda, the Netherlands. All this is a 

great reason for praise! God is really 

blessing us. 

   Things that still need to come together: 

The next few weeks we need to send out 

another newsletter, prepare for our 

move, and sort through all our 

belongings. We still are waiting for the 

sale of our house. We are at about 85% 

of our needed monthly support and we 

have about a third of our outgoing 

expenses. The provision of the financial 

gap is our main request, especially since 

everything is now starting to come 



together and we’re on the move. While 

in the Netherlands, I have to make one 

more trip to Dallas, USA for my work in 

Africa with Wycliffe Regional Translation 

Services (RTS). From October 12-19 I will 

participate in SIL’s Bible Translation 

Conference and together with my new 

boss, Sebastian Floor, I will also meet 

with T4Global and The Seed Company. 

Our projected time to arrive in Africa is 

still late October or November. Please 

continue to pray for us to sense God’s 

leading clearly and peace in the midst of 

many, many changes in our lives. 

Joyfully serving together, 

Durk (also for Sandy and our five 

arrows) 

 

NOTICES 

   The Women's Prayer Group which 

meets after Sunday morning worship 

services will begin meeting again after 

Labor Day. 

   The Women’s Bible Study meets 

Friday, September 16, at 10 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

   Dr. Bob will resume his Revelations 

Bible Study September 11 at 4 p.m in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

   In October, Dr. Bob will teach a New 

Members Class. If you are interested, 

please contact him. 

   If you would like to place flowers in 

honor of a special occasion, or in 

memory of a loved one, you may do so 

by paying $45.00 for the flowers that 

week or by bringing your own 

arrangement. If you want the 

commemoration acknowledged in the 

church bulletin, you may still sign up on 

the sheet on the kitchen bulletin board, 

or contact Esther Sjostrom at least two 

weeks ahead of time at 

esjostrom@tesgalv.org. Contact a Session 

member for further information. 

   Please be in prayer for the Nominating 

Committee and its work of choosing 

new elders to replace those rotating off 

Session at the end of this year. 

______________________________ 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

   Thank you to Debbie Eades who has 

volunteered to teach in the Sunday 

School! Anyone else interested? All 

teachers work together to cover for each 

other when a teacher has to be away on 

their Sunday to teach. Teaching materials 

are provided. 

   Another area in which members and 

friends of West Isle can provide service is 

in the church nursery. We would like to 

have one person each Sunday available 

in the nursery (for children up to 6 years 

old) during the Sunday School time. 

Again, the church provides materials for 

activities and entertainment.   

   These are very important and 

rewarding ways that we can serve West 

Isle Presbyterian and our community. If 

you would like more information and 

are willing to serve West Isle 

Presbyterian in this capacity, please 

contact Beth Shriner (409-974-4533 or 

bethshriner@hotmail.com). 

   The choir is hoping to have more 

people join. Our director, Angelo 

Tolentino, is a joy to work with, and is 

very open to working with anyone who 

wishes to raise a voice in praise to the 

Lord. If you are interested in singing with 

the choir, just show up! If you need 

more information, please contact Angelo 

(angelo@musician.org or cell 409-256-

7729) or Crystal 

(crystalnicole@gmail.com or cell 409-

939-9619) 
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   You have all been greeted Sunday 

mornings by someone at the front door 

of the church. These volunteers also 

collect the offering and clean up the 

kitchen after the post-worship service 

fellowship. If you would like to serve in 

this way, please contact Dee Stevens at 

281-381-5802. 

 

FOOD BANK 

   For many years we collected non-

perishable food items for the food bank 

to distribute to those in need. The 

collection point has been a large barrel 

or, as now, a large green trash can sitting 

in the hall behind the sanctuary. We 

have not emphasized it lately, and not 

only have we run low, but so has the 

Jesse Tree, which runs the food bank. 

Please bring canned goods – soups, 

vegetables, tuna, etc. – and other non-

perishable food and let’s fill the barrel! 

   The last Sunday of each month we also 

take up a “loose change” offering for the 

food bank. There are some in the 

congregation who bring plastic bags full  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

of change they’ve saved all month. It 

adds up. 

 

BRUNCH 

   The last Sunday of this month, 

September 25, we will begin having the 

wonderful brunches again. Get out your 

favorite recipe, whip it up, and bring it 

to share after the worship service. It’s a 

lovely time of fellowship, and there is 

always plenty of delicious food. 

 

WEBSITE 

   The Website Team is making progress. 

The church has an Internet site and an 

address and the team is in the process of 

posting information and pictures. On the 

bulletin board in the kitchen are three 

items you are invited to review: WIPC’s 

core values, mission and vision, and 

statement of faith. Please read them and 

if you have any questions, comments, or 

suggestions, there is a tablet on the table 

beneath the statements. Your input is 

appreciated. 


